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Clinicas de Salud del Pueblo Highlights Oral Health for Latino Children in Rural Areas like Ours 

Nearly half of Latino children ages 2-8 suffer tooth decay, the highest child rate in U.S. 
 
(Brawley, CA) – During National Children’s Dental Health Month in February, dentists and educators from Clinicas 

de Salud del Pueblo are available to speak to the importance of early dental care for children in our nation, 60 

percent of whom have had cavities by age 5. Our dentists and educators can address how parents can model good 

dental habits and take steps to give their children a healthy start in life. It is vital to know, for example, that children 

should have a dental check-up by their first birthday.  

Studies show that children living in poverty are twice as likely to suffer tooth decay than their more 

affluent peers. Given that nearly 25% of residents in Imperial County are estimated to live below the poverty level, 

our children are at greater risk for tooth decay. Latino children ages 2-8 have the highest rate of cavities (46%), 

compared to Black (44%) and White children (31%). Clinicas de Salud del Pueblo is concerned about the increased 

risk for Latino children in rural areas like Imperial County since tooth decay can lead to problems with eating, 

speaking, learning and socializing, often resulting in school absenteeism and lower self-esteem.  

Clinicas de Salud del Pueblo is partnering with NCLR (National Council of La Raza) for the Healthy and 

Ready for the Future campaign to encourage Latino parents in rural areas to establish a “dental” home and obtain 

oral care early for their children. Early dental care is an important part of giving children a healthy start in life! 

For more local support, please contact Clinicas de Salud del Pueblo, Outreach Department at (760) 344-9951 ext. 

10155 or 10126.  Clinicas offers oral health services at its dental clinics in Brawley and Calexico. Clinics are open 

Monday through Saturday, 7:30am to 6:30pm.  For more information visit Clinicas de Salud del Pueblo at 

www.cdsdp.org. 

 

About us: Clinicas de Salud del Pueblo, Inc. is a private, non-profit, Federally Qualified Health Center. Clinicas 
mission is to improve the health and well-being of the communities we serve by providing access to excellent 
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care to all. Since 1970, Clinicas has grown to meet the needs of the community. It now operates three dental clinics 
in addition to its 12 health centers in Imperial County and East Riverside County. 
 
Like us on Facebook at @ClinicasDeSaludDelPuebloCorporate or Follow us on Twitter @ClinicasDeSalud for 
information on upcoming events, health news and education. 
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